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VIRTUAL RECOGNITION NIGHT PROGRAM

Welcome and Introductions       Lillian Maldonado French
          Superintendent

Baker School Recognition       Leticia McCorkle
          Baker School Principal
• Student of the Year - Maura Sandoval
• Student of the Year - Jenniffer Arambul
• Student of the Year - David Velarde
• Classified Employee of the Year – Sylvia Topete
• Teacher of the Year – Cindy Aguilar

Cogswell School Recognition       Shane Muetzel
          Cogswell School Principal
• Student of the Year - Kevin Wu
• Student of the Year - Heidi Flores
• Student of the Year - Johnny Zavala
• Classified Employee of the Year – Liz Ramos
• Teacher of the Year – Erin Lewis

Miramonte School Recognition      Melissa Brown
          Miramonte School Principal
• Student of the Year - Leslie Marquez
• Student of the Year - Kimberly Espinoza
• Student of the Year - Emily Mendez
• Classified Employee of the Year – Ociel Munoz
• Teacher of the Year – Anne Max

Classified Management/Confidential Employee of the Year Darin De Knikker
          Assistant Superintendent Fiscal Svcs.
• Susan Delgado - Director of Food Services

Board of Education Remarks       Jacqueline Saldaña, President
          Adam Carranza, Vice President
          Veronica Sifuentes, Clerk
          Christian Diaz, Member
          Cindy Wu, Member



BAKER SCHOOL

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR

Maura Sandoval

Maura has been an outstanding student since day one at Baker.  She has been an Honor Roll student 
and has received many Math, Language Arts, and Perfect Attendance certificates for her outstanding 
grades.  In 5th Grade, she was selected as Baker School’s Student of the Year for 2019-2021.  She is 
dedicated to not only her academics, but also to her peers and teammates.  She showed this quality 
when she participated in Math Field Day, the Algebra Club, and Baker’s Chess Team.  In 4th grade, she 
was reclassified.  She loves reading and art.  In fact, she can often be found with a book in her hand.  
Maura is persistent and never backs away from a challenge.  She embodies the Baker Charger spirit!

Jenniffer Arambul

Jenniffer has been an outstanding scholar at Baker School since Kindergarten.  She has participated 
in Math Field Day, Algebra Club and Robotics.  She has received numerous academic awards and 
reclassified in 4th grade. She’s not only a hard worker, but she also encourages others to excel as a 
peer tutor.  Jenniffer has grit - she tackles hard problems without giving up and she is motivated to do 
her best.  Although distance learning has proven to be a challenge, she has risen to the challenge and 
persevered.  She truly demonstrates what it means to be a Baker Charger.

David Velarde

David was chosen as Student of Year because of his amazing dedication to learning. Though some 
students find ways to avoid the new responsibilities brought about by distance learning, David has 
always sought out to fulfill his. He joins class every day, and on time, ready to participate and ask 
questions. He wants to know how and why things work, who created what and strives to understand 
new ideas. David is also respectful towards his classmates. He never hesitates to help his peers when 
they need it. David’s teacher is grateful to be his teacher this year because he has shown that learning 
is possible even when they are not in a school building. Congratulations David, your Baker family 
wishes you continued success in anything you want to do. 



BAKER SCHOOL

CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

Sylvia Topete - Office Manager

Sylvia Topete is an exceptional individual and an exemplary administrative secretary. She has been 
a committed district employee for 18 years. Ms. Sylvia is extremely hard working and efficient, very 
well organized, and ALWAYS willing to help! Baker would likely be in dire straits if it wasn’t for all of the 
extra work she puts into making it great! Ms. Sylvia has her hands in just about everything. She truly 
manages to juggle all her duties and more; even organizes several school events. Ms. Sylvia probably 
gets interrupted 100 times a day, yet still manages to get it all done. She is a significant part of the Baker 
team and they couldn’t imagine their workplace without her. Baker principal, Leticia McCorkle stated, “I 
am sincere when I say, I don’t know how she does it all!  And I cannot stress enough her genuine care 
and kindness through it all. She’s the best!”

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Cindy Aguilar - 5th Grade Teacher
What are the qualities of a good teacher? A good teacher is caring and helpful. A good teacher is 
intelligent, hardworking, and creative. A good teacher ensures that he or she meets their students’ 
needs. A great teacher on the other hand understands that every child deserves to have both their 
needs and their wants met. Students need instruction, but they want so much more. Every student 
wants to feel seen, valued, and supported, and a great teacher understands that every student deserves 
nothing less. Baker principal, Leticia McCorkle stated, “I have had the privilege to know a great teacher, 
Cindy Aguilar, Baker Elementary School’s Teacher of the Year. It brings me joy to know that in her 18 
years of teaching, so have countless students.”  As a colleague, Cindy is a natural and humble leader. 
Her colleagues benefit from her stellar work ethic, knowledge and skills, as Cindy is always quick to offer 
insight or a helping hand. Those who have had the good fortune to work closely with Cindy know that 
her passion for teaching is contagious. She eagerly seeks out ways to engage students, be it hands-on 
science experiments, high interest project based learning, or by weaving technology into learning. Take 
a peek into Mrs. Aguilar’s classroom and you will see students sharing, discussing, creating, and actively 
participating in their learning. Cindy sets high expectations for her students and works tirelessly to 
equip them with the tools needed to reach their goals. While it is important to note that she is a life-long 
learner who earned her teaching credential and M.Ed from Azusa Pacific University, it is her character, 
her investment in the success of every one of her students that makes Cindy Aguilar an exceptional 
educator. Congratulations on this well deserved honor, Cindy!



COGSWELL SCHOOL

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR

Kevin Wu

Kevin is a clever, energetic, intelligent, and humble human being. He is constantly asking what to do 
next when he finishes his work. Kevin is always up for any challenge and is great with those who require 
“a student perspective on learning.” I have had the pleasure of teaching him in 5th grade and this year 
as well. He has been able to survive distance learning with amazing grace.

Heidi Flores

Heidi Flores is a funny, sweet, hardworking student. She is a very good student who completes 
assignments and turns them in on time. She always comes to class ready  to learn with a positive 
attitude. She always has a smile on her face. She is somebody that will be a lifelong learner. She 
participates in classroom discussions and is ready to share her thoughts at any time. She is always 
willing to do her best. She has a bright future ahead of her.

Johnny Zavala

Johnny Zavala is a dedicated student with a strong work ethic.  He is very responsible, attends every 
class, and completes all his assignments.  During class, he always maintains a positive attitude.  
Johnny is truly a great role model for our school and our community.   



COGSWELL SCHOOL
 

CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

Liz Ramos - Office Manager

Mrs. Ramos has served in the District for 16 years with the last 6 years at Cogswell.  She is the first face 
that the community sees when they come into Cogswell and she exemplifies the Cogswell ideals.   Liz is 
professional, friendly, helpful, and has genuine concern and compassion for our students.  Her tireless 
efforts support Cogswell’s teachers in the classroom, the staff on campus, and the students. Liz is truly 
the backbone of Cogswell School.  Cogswell is proud to name Liz Ramos as its Classified Employee of 
the Year. 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Erin Lewis - K-3rd Grade SDC Teacher
Ms. Lewis has served in our district for 26 years, most of which have been at Cogswell. Erin teaches 
Cogswell’s K-3 SDC class. She believes in each child’s ability to achieve, and she sets high goals 
for her students. Ms. Lewis celebrates her students’ victories and she supports them through their 
challenges.  Most of all she teaches with an open heart and compassion. Ms. Lewis is truly a special 
teacher and very deserving of this honor.  Her exceptional teaching was also recognized by her peers 
District-wide, as Ms. Lewis was voted the 2020-2021 District Teacher of the Year.



MIRAMONTE SCHOOL

STUDENTS OF THE YEAR

Leslie Marquez

There are many students that I can think of  who are deserving of the title, student of the year. Leslie Marquez 
is one that comes to mind. At Miramonte school, our expectations are to be successful, thoughtful, accountable, 
respectful, and safe. Leslie has done an exceptional job of demonstrating these qualities on campus as well as 
through virtual learning.  Leslie is my 6th grade student and I also had the pleasure of having her in 3rd grade as 
well. One memory I have of her as a third grader was that she was always helping her peers in such a mature 
way and was happy to help. I am so proud of her, because she still behaves in this fashion. Leslie is a great role 
model to the younger students of Miramonte School. She is definitely a “Mustang Star”! 

        ~ Miss Jefferson

Kimberly Espinoza

Kimberly embodies the qualities that teachers try to elicit from students: perseverance, integrity and kindness. 
Every day, I can count on Kimberly to be one of the first students to join my Zoom session and to greet me with a 
“Good morning, Mr. Gomez.”  
During language arts, I can count on Kimberly to enthusiastically participate and respond to every question that I 
pose. It is with delight that I read and post her answers. Her answers show thoughtful consideration and carefully 
constructed constructs. One example of this was when we were learning new vocabulary for the third week 
lesson. I asked the students to formulate sentences using the word “ingenuity.” Kimberly’s sentence read – “It will 
take mankind’s ingenuity to get rid of all the trash in the oceans.” When asked to formulate a sentence using at 
least three words from the vocabulary list: community, ingenuity, cultivated and harvested, she answered – “The 
women of Zanzibar helped their community by becoming powerful caretakers of local natural resources and 
by their productivity and ingenuity in the making of jewelry with the oysters they cultivated and harvested.” Her 
sentence using the word “insight” read  – “The title of the books I read and their content give people insight as to 
my personality, what I like and what I am interested in.“ 
Anyone that interacts with Kimberly will also get insight as to her verbal acuity,  her sense of duty and her altruistic 
nature. It is a delight to have such a wonderful, wise beyond her years student in my class. Kimberly is well 
deserving of all accolades she receives.  It is my hope that she will run for public office someday. 

        ~ Mr. Gomez

Emily Mendez

Emily is a well deserved student of the year due to her educational perseverance.  She is a self-motivated student 
who consistently completes homework and class assignments. She comes to school every day prepared, ready to 
learn, and eager to master new skills. Emily is kind and helpful. Both her peers and previous teachers agree she 
is compassionate and loves to lend a hand in the classroom.  Even during these challenging and unprecedented 
times, she assists her teacher with technological needs. For example she helped her teacher in navigating 
schoology by joining the teacher on a zoom call letting her know the students’ viewpoint.  I know I speak for the 
entire  Miramonte school site when I say we  are confident that Emily’s dedication and perseverance will help her 
succeed in any future endeavors.

        ~Ms. Pesina



MIRAMONTE SCHOOL

CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

Ociel Munoz - Lead Custodian

Mr. Ociel, as he is affectionately called at Miramonte, was selected as Miramonte’s Classified Employee 
of the Year.  His principal and colleagues appreciate his efforts to keep the students and staff safe while 
on campus. Mr. Ociel often goes above and beyond to support students and staff with their needs. 
Thank you Mr. Ociel for all your efforts during the construction process. Miramonte is a more beautiful 
school because of your efforts.  Miramonte thanks and congratulates Mr. Ociel on his award.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Anne Max - 1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Max was selected for this honor by her fellow staff members for her dedication to the teaching 
profession as well as to Miramonte Elementary. This is Mrs. Max’s 30th year of teaching and she still 
has the same spark of energy as when she started. Thank you Mrs. Max for embracing online instruction 
and continuing to reach out and care for your families and students. Miramonte congratulates Mrs. Max 
and her family for this well-deserved honor. 



CLASSIFIED MANAGEMENT/CONFIDENTIAL
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR

 

Susan Delgado - Director of Food Services

Susan has been an integral part of the Mountain View team for 311/2  years.  For the past three 
decades she has provided tremendous service as MVSD’s Director of Food Services, overseeing the 
daily operations of the District’s central kitchens and cafeterias.   Susan and her team also ensure our 
parents, families and students receive vital resources and information on nutrition and wellness through 
presentations at parent meetings, District events and classroom curriculum such as My Plate and 
Champions for Change.  Additionally, she encourages teachers to apply for grants like the Taste and 
Tech Grant, bringing cooking and nutrition lessons to the classroom.  Her dedication to bring resources 
to the students and community was evident as she and her department provided essential support to 
the partnership between La Primaria School, the City of Hope and local farmers to bring a student-led 
Farmers Market to La Primaria School early last year.  As a leader of the District’s Wellness Committee, 
together with administrators, support staff and teachers, the committee has created an environment 
throughout MVSD that supports and advocates for lifelong healthy eating habits, physical activity, 
and mental wellness. This past year Susan has done an amazing job, working tirelessly to ensure our 
students, as well as the community’s children, continue to receive meals during the physical school 
closures.   Under her leadership, our outstanding nutrition services team has gone over and above to 
serve our families and community during these very challenging times.  Her dedication, commitment, 
leadership, expertise and compassion are unwavering and she is very deserving of the Classified 
Management/Confidential Employee of the Year award.


